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Get represented only by an Accredited Tax 
Agent 

You are paying your tax agent to liaise and represent in 
your behalf in the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), so 
he ought to be duly accredited by the agency to bind 
you in all your pertinent tax-related transactions.
  
To avoid delay, penalties and other issues with the BIR, 
taxpayer should ensure that the person representing 
him is an accredited tax agent/practitioner with a duly 
issued certificate of accreditation in his name. 
Otherwise, instead of timely compliance with the BIR 
requirements, a taxpayer may suffer penalties for late 
submission or filing of tax returns, financial statements 
and other documents simply because the BIR would not 
deal with a non-accredited tax agent. 
 
The reason is that only those accredited tax 
agents/practitioners may be allowed to represent a 
taxpayer or transact business before the BIR and the 
Bureau can motu proprio refuse to take cognizance 
thereof for non-accreditation of dealing tax agent or 
practitioner.

Certain official statements such as tax returns, financial 
statements and others may required to be signed or 
certified by only such accredited tax agents. 

The BIR is imposing more strict rules and guidelines on 
accreditation of tax agents and practitioners, as 
hereinafter provided by Revenue Regulations No. 
4-2010.

Significant Amendments on the 
Accreditation of Tax Practitioners/Agents; 
New requirements

The revenue regulations amend certain 
provisions of Revenue Regulations No. 
11-2006.

Only those Tax Practitioners/Agents, Partners or 
Officers of General Professional Partnerships, or 
Officers or Directors of corporate entities engaged 
in tax practice who have been issued Certificate of 
Accreditation or ID Card shall be allowed to  

represent a taxpayer or transact a business with the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue in representation of a 
taxpayer. 

The BIR can refuse to transact official business with 
those non-accredited tax practitioners and shall require 
that certain official statements such as returns, 
financial statements, reports, protests, requests for 
ruling, official correspondence and other statements, 
papers, documents file on behalf of a taxpayer be signed 
or certified to by accredited persons. Accredited tax 
agent should sign and include information such as  TIN 
and Certification of Accreditation Number, date of 
issuance and date of expiry or TIN, Attorney’s Roll 
Number and Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 
Compliance Number, in case the tax agent is a member 
of the Philippine Bar.

Ate Revenue National Accreditation Board (RNAB) have 
the original and exclusive authority to accept 
applications for accreditation of tax agent/practitioners 
belonging to General Professional Partnership (GPP) or 
incorporated entities engaged in accounting and tax 
consultancy with more than ten (10) 
practitioners/agents. Revenue Regional Accreditation 
Board (RRAB) shall have original and exclusive authority 
to accept applications for accreditation of individual tax 
practitioners/agents and those belonging to GPP or 
incorporated entities with number of practicing tax 
practitioners/agents does not exceed ten (10).

Applicants for Accreditation should submit the following 
requirements: 
(a) duly accomplished application forms, Certificate of 
Registration and current license with the Professional 
Regulations Commission, if CPA, 
(b) certificate of membership with PICPA or ACCPA, if 
CPA, 
(c) certificate of Good Moral Character issued by two (2) 
disinterested persons, who are either member of the Bar 
or CPA in good standing, 
(d) if non-CPA, certified true copy of transcript of 
records from university or college showing compliance 
with the required accounting and tax units or at least 18 
credit hours of special training, seminars, short courses 
in taxation obtained within one (1) year prior to 
application for accreditation, 
(e) proof of special competence in tax matters or tax 
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practice, to wit:  certificate of employment (meaningful 
experience in tax related work), written certification of 
continuing professional education (CPE) units from 
BIR-accredited CPE providers, with complete details on 
the course, dates and number of CPE hours taken by the 
tax agent/practitioner, and 
(f) a written undertaking under oath to preserve 
working papers within the period prescribed under 
Section 235 of the Tax Code, and making them available 
to the Bureau’s authorized representative/s when 
required. For partners, directors or officers of GPP and 
incorporated entities, in addition to above 
requirements, a certification from the Board of 
Accountancy is required if the representative is a CPA. 

Further, individual applicants, GPP and partners of GPP 
who were already accredited with the Board of 
Accountancy and Securities and Exchange Commission 
shall similarly be required to undergo the various 
processes for accreditation and shall no longer be 
automatically accredited and issued a BIR Certificate of 
Accreditation.

Failure to comply with the regulations such as giving 
false opinion, intentionally misleading or a pattern of 
providing incompetent opinion on tax questions, failure 
to comply with the completion of CPE, and consistent 
failure to indicate the BIR accreditation number in the 
documents filed with the BIR are now acts punishable 
with suspension or cancellation of certificate of 
accreditation. Moreover, violation of any of the 
provisions of the regulations is likewise punishable, 
upon conviction, by a fine of one thousand pesos 
(P1,000.00) or suffer imprisonment of not more than six 
(6) months, or both. (Revenue Regulations No. 4-2010, 
February 24, 2010)

Tax Incentive on Free Legal Services 
rendered: The Legal Assistance Act of 2010

Republic Act No. 9999 or an Act Providing a Mechanism 
for Free Legal Assistance and for Other Purposes was 
promulgated last February 23, 2010. It gives tax 
incentives to lawyers who will provide free legal 
services. The lawyer shall be entitled to an allowable 
deduction for the actual free legal services rendered or 
up to ten percent (10%) of the gross income derived 
from the actual performance of the legal profession, 
whichever is lower.  
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The actual free legal services entitled to tax incentive 
shall be exclusive of the minimum sixty (60) hours 
mandatory legal aid services rendered to indigent 
litigants as required under the Rule on Mandatory Legal 
Aid Service for Practicing Lawyers, under BAR Matter No. 
2012 issued by the Supreme Court. 

To avail of this benefit, a lawyer or professional 
partnership shall secure a certification from the Public 
Attorney’s Office (PAO), the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
or accredited association of the Supreme Court 
indicating that the said legal services are within the 
services defined by the Supreme Court, and that the 
agencies cannot provide the legal services to be 
provided by the private counsel. (Revenue 
Memorandum Circular No. 23-2010, March 
8, 2010)

Tax Reminder:
    April 15 - Last day of filing 
    of Annual Income Tax Return.

This publication should not be used or treated as professional 
advice. The information in this publication should not be relied 
upon to replace professional advice on specific matters and its 
contents must not be used as a basis for formulating decisions 
under any circumstances. Readers of this materials are advised to 
seek professional advice before making any business decision or 
you may call and ask for the full text.

Tax Updates by:    Marissa C. Yambao
The author is a tax lawyer at Alas, Oplas & Co., CPAs.

We appreciate your comments and feedback, 
please call 759-5090
or email aocheadoffice@rsm-alasoplascpas.com

www.rsm-alasoplascpas.com


